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A LEGACY OF COMPA SSION
TEACHING , CARING AND GENEROSITY

By Kim Matthews, Associate Director
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Virginia Higgins was a home economics

teacher in Wheeling, West Virginia and a

faithful United Methodist Christian. Upon

her retirement, she moved to Orlando,

Florida. She has been described by her ZggigngR;t:ggsﬂve Made :

friend, Terry Goodwi n, a SpiffdBnce’ €7 Y car.i

generous person whom you could confide in

about anything, and laugh with about

: anything. o Virginia Hilgl\ﬂcioﬁiﬁﬂaitilifeSV"a

R testament to her beliefs, and her witness did
not end with her death. Through Heast

Will and TestamentMiss Higgins left a

legacy of her faith. She gave the bulk of her

estate to create a perpetual financial resource for health and welfare

ministries within the West Virginia Annual Conference.
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Misé Virginia Higgins
Donor Stories 4

In 1990The Virginia Higgins Trust Funds were established at the
United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia with over one million
dollars. Each year, the Division of Health and Welfare of the Annual
Conference awards Virginia Higgins Grants to provide funding for
health care, service to children, the aging, and persons with
disabilities. Grants have been awarded to church agencies and local
churches for child care
programs, drug awareness|fil t woul d Dbe Ji
education, conference mission| assess the resultant good
projects and tutoring programs. | that these actions have had
Elevgtors have bgen |n§talled, on our entird
heating and cooling units for
the cottages at Burlington Martha H. Garrett
United Methodist Family Past Chairperson
Services have been funded, anc
vans to transport patients to
doctorsé appointments have been
(Continued on pag@) Or call us toll free

1-800-788-3746 ext. 45

Visit Us On The Web
Division of Health and Welfare www.umfwv.org
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Remember

for

Jeff Taylor presenting a PIannedGng Seminar at United
Methodist Temple, Beckley on March 7, 2010

l nvite
finance committee, Trustees,
Together we will consider the possibilities of how

-We Travel

planned giving education within

Remembad we travel!

us t o your

or

the Foundation can partner with you in ministry.

The Finance Committee of United Methodist
Temple in Beckley, West Virginia discerned a need
their

congregation as part of an overall stewardship
ministry.

In March, Jeff Taylor and Kim Matthews responded
to their invitation and presentdiPlanting Seeds
for Ministry: Everything you ever wanted to know
about planned giving but were afraid to aSlat a
luncheon following worship.

church
congregation.

(Continued from pag)

According to Martha H. Garrett, a past chairperson of
the Division of Health and Welfare, who was

instrument al i n establishi
impossible to assess the resultant good that these
actions have had on our e
We <cel ebrate that Wi dndn ¢

million dollars in grants and emergency funds will
have been distributed from the Trusts established by
Virginia Higginsdéd caring
the same time the Trusts themselves have grown to
over$1.5 million. Mr s . Garrett wr
Division not only acted prudently but
compassionately in their intentional good stewardship
of the funds they receive
way through the process because we asked him to
gui de us. 0

What legacy is God guiding you to establish?
Contact the Foundation if we can serve you as you
consider the possibilities.

8R@rﬁemb%ret(?c‘@:lébf*-)atlé the nlnin?stgyaoictﬁ/e'

Foundatlon unﬂatlon Sunday, April
2% ’Re&)urcesB clbdﬁd qnfo%gtlgn
about the Foundation, a bulletin insert
and

orship he are availgble on_ our
dv?ebs\qg r#fv?/ %ef" us a

Contact us if you would like to order new
(and free) Foundation brochures for your
church, bookmarks or our DVD, Consider
the Possibilities

Wou
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2009 Returns

Being Proactive Made a Difference
By Jeff Taylor, President

The first objective of our conservative investmentin early 2010, the Investment Committee met to

policy is preservation of capital. To that end, duringconsider recommendations from our Investment

the last two quarters of 2008, the InvestmentConsultant, Monroe Vos Consulting Group, Inc. to

Committee reallocated our balanced funds (B1, B2change fund target allocations by increasing our
and B3) to dramatically decrease exposure to equitiegxposure in equities with an emphasis on large cap
and therefore, avoid some of the market volatilitystocks and international stocks. The committee
during the economic crisis of 20@®09. Because of adopt ed our consul tant 6s
that proactive change, our 2008 returns comparé¢arget allocations are currently as follows:

favorably to the universe of investment funds. Many
foundations, universities, and individual investors saw

(Growth with Income

: . . . Fixed Equities
much bigger losses in their retirement accounts and mg;me U
pension funds in 2008. On the advice of our Cond A
Investment Consultant, we maintained a conservative (|nl::ome) 100% 0%
posture throughout 2009. cund BL
0, 0,
(Income with growth) 75% 25%
Below are the 2009 returns. These returng\&t€ of o B2
all fees and represent the actual returns of the (Bglnnce ) 60% 40%
Foundationds four investmuntF?dgg,ds e the peri
: un 0 0
January * December 30, 2009 (not annualized). (Growth with Income) 50% 50%
2009 Returns Inc_ome Capital | Total |Comparative
Yield | Change | Return Index . . .
Y The Investment Committee continues to be proactive
(Income) 4.23% 5.66% 9.89% 4.95% with our investment decisions to garner the good
B1 returns without unreasonable risk.
(Income with Growth) 3-05%| 9.25% 12.30% 6.22%
B2
(Balanced) 3.14%| 10.73% 13.88% 7.61%
B3

3.33%| 15.65% 18.98% 8.91%

UMCOR In Haiti

In January, as we watched and
listened to the news of the
devastation in Haiti following the
earthquake, we heard the call from
God to respond with disaster relief.

-
(uCoR
Because the Foundation manages
several trusts that provide benefits
for the United Methodist Committee on Relief, we were able to send funds for Haiti disaster relief
efforts from the income generated by these trusts.

The legacy left by these donors has touched the lives of those suffering from a disaster unpredicted
when the trusts were created. We are grateful for their foresight and their generosity.
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Donor Stories

0Sharing the Good

By Sally Sloan, Administrative Assistant

At a leadership training event last fall, a letge clergy
member asked Jeff Taylor, Foundation President, about the

News

org

mission of the Foundation. Once Jeff explained it, the elder
said, 3<RX VKRXOG JHW WKDW GRHAW RXKL QWK H U H
SHRSOH NQRZ DERXW LW~
Donor stories are real life examples of how people are
fulfilling the mission of the Foundation. We have been given
the privilege of sharing these stories through various avenues.
To list a few:
Articles in the Conference newspaper
AThe West Virginia United Met hodi
Foundationdés website www. umf wyv
Foundationds Annual Report
Handouts at training events

st o

Facebook
newsl ett e

Foundati onos
Foundati onos

Oral presentations

pag
r i

We invite you to read the life journey stories in the various
publications mentioned andonsider the possibilitiesof
creating your own donor story to share.

Our mission isto serve United Methodist individuals,
families, local churches, and Conferemetated ministriedy

raising, managing and distributing fundgor the benefit of
United Methodist causes.

Thank you donors for your vision and giving spirit and for

creating the opportunity for fige
To learn of the many ways the Foundation can help you L &
AConsider t he Possibilitieso of c

contact our office at 8008883746 ext. 45 or email us at
info@umfwv.org. We are here to serve you, your church and
all Conference ministries.

Donors pictured from top to bottom:

n

ti

Focuso

ng your

Don and Carol Moss; * Rev. Lewis Higginbotham; *Jeanne K. Ross;
Rev. Elizabeth S. Smith; Ada Ruth and Frank Sayre; Lela Sounders;
and * Rea Ramage

* indicates donor is deceased




