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A 35 Year Journey 

 

 

From our first year in 1974, a vision was formed 

and we entered into a new season looking forward 

toward Godôs possibilities.  Over the last 35 years, 

we have been blessed to be a  partner in ministry 

with numerous individuals, local churches and 

Conference-related ministries across the West 

Virginia Annual Conference. 

 

While celebrating the past, we look toward the 

future.  Your Foundation continues to provide a 

vehicle to plant seed gifts that enable ministry and 

mission to grow from the past to the present and on 

into the future.  

 

Your Foundation has grown substantially.  In 1989, 

fifteen years after the Foundation was begun, the 

total assets under management reached 3 million 

dollars.  Total gifts for all purposes for the year 

2009 exceeded that mark.  During the past 35 years, 

assets under management have grown to almost 50 

million dollars.  Distributions in 2009 were more 

than total assets under management in 1986.  The 

giving spirit of so many has sustained United 

Methodists in the past and gives them hope for the 

future. 

 

This 35 year journey of service has brought many 

blessings and the road ahead will bring many more.  

Thanks be to God for those who had the vision of 

the future and to those who will continue to look 

toward the future and Godôs possibilities. 

 

 

Consider the possibilities 

 

Our Services Include: 

 
 Planned Giving Education 

 

We work with individuals and 

 their advisors to help match their  

 needs with the needs of ministry. 

 

 
 Stewardship Education 
 

We help churches learn that 

stewardship is a whole-life  

response to Godôs love. 

 

 
 Investment Services 
 

Churches and institutions affiliated 

with the West Virginia Annual 

Conference can take advantage of  

our economies of scale, our investment 

consultant, and our money managers - 

some of Americaôs best. 

 

 
 Endowment Development 
 

It is our goal to assist every church in 

the West Virginia Annual Conference 

to establish an endowment.   

 

We will work with your church on a 

step-by-step process of establishing  

an endowment program that best fits 

the churchôs needs. 
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Behind the Numbers 
2009 Summary 

Numbers of Interest 

as of 12/31/2009 

 
Total Assets under 

management 

$49,356,143 

 

All gifts and deposits 

$3,100,775 
 

Distributions to  

beneficiaries of unitrusts  

and charitable gift annuities 

$185,325 
 

Distributions from 

Endowment Trusts and 

Custodial Accounts  

for use in ministry 

$1,684,202 
 

Ten new Endowment Trusts 

established 

$419,081 
 

Two Endowment Trusts 

established by  

gift annuity remainder  

$51,255 
 

Fifteen new Custodial 

Accounts established 

$1,260,844 
 

Two new  

Gift Annuities established 

$20,000 

As a Foundation, it is necessary to report the numbers.  Here is 

another number:  35. 

 

The United Methodist Foundation has its beginnings in a Special 

Session of the West Virginia Annual Conference in September 1974.  

In 2009, we celebrated our 35th birthday.  To the left of this article, 

you see ñthe numbersò for 2009.  But there are many stories behind 

these numbers - stories of how lives are transformed by gifts from 

donors who left a legacy of Christian generosity.  For example: 

 

For 35 years, the Foundation has provided scholarship grants for 

students in college and seminary.   The number and amounts of these 

have grown over the years.  Recipients see these not only as 

financial assistance, but also as tangible symbols of support and 

encouragement from the Church.  One seminary student expressed 

that the scholarship she received was like God telling her, ñYou are 

on the right path.  It wonôt be easy, but keep putting one foot in front 

of the other and rely on Me.ò 

 

The Foundation manages several trusts that provide benefits for the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief.  For 35 years, as we have 

heard of natural disasters, hunger, and widespread illnesses and the 

devastating impacts these have had on other parts of the world, we 

were able to send funds for various kinds of relief efforts from the 

income generated by these trusts.  The legacy left by these donors 

has touched the lives of those suffering from a disaster unpredicted 

when the trusts were created. 

 

2009 marked the beginning of the Foundation Grant program.  

When the Foundation started 35 years ago, funding came in part 

from loans made by the Annual Conference.  As the Foundation 

grew and became self-funding, a schedule was agreed upon for loan 

repayment.  When the loan was completely paid off in 2008, our 

Board of Trustees decided to use the amount budgeted annually for 

loan repayment to award Foundation Grants.  In 2009, for example, 

the Foundation was able to help underwrite the Africa University 

Choir Tour and the Holy Land Tour for recent Conference 

ordinands.  These grants are the Foundationôs grateful response to 

the many ways the Annual Conference has supported our ministries 

for our 35 years of existence. 
 

 

Consider the possibilitiesé  
 

Jeff Taylor, President  
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We wish to lift up the names of the many donors who gave in 2009.  

Thank you for considering the possibilities! 
 

All gifts were placed into new or existing agreements benefiting  

United Methodist Churches, Conference-related ministries, and other  

Christian ministries both inside and outside the West Virginia Annual Conference. 

Rev. & Mrs. Larry K. Albright 

Rev. Jeff & Laura Allen 

Rev. Timothy J. Allen 

Rev. Lois K. Almond 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Altman 

Helen Anderson 

Isabelle M. Ayers 

 

 

Emory Ballengee 

Robert D. Barnes 

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Barnette 

Bascom UM Church, Rupert 

Rev. Clyde W. Beard 

Rev. Arnold D. Belcher 

David V. Belcher 

Joel & Gail Bennett 

Rev. & Mrs. Martin A. Berisford, Jr. 

Beverly Hills UM Church, Huntington 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Biggs 

Margaret Stuart Black 

Rev. Gregory Lee Blair 

Bland Street UM Church, Bluefield 

Bluewell UM Church, Bluefield 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Bowen 

Rev. & Mrs. O. Richard Bowyer 

G. Ross Boyce 

Dr. Michael T. Bradfield 

Bill & Faith Bragg 

Broad Oaks UM Church, Clarksburg 

Mr. & Mrs. William D. Brookhart 

Brown UM Church, Charleston 

Brenda & Jennings Browning 

Rev. L. Norman Butler 

 

 

Mark Calfee 

Timothy A.R. Callahan 

Calvary UM Church, Ripley 

Laura F. Campbell 

Canaan UM Church, Charleston 

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Marvin H. Carr 

Rev. & Mrs. Joseph H. Casey 

Central UM Church, Huntington 

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Chaney 

Edgar L. & Brenda Chapman 

Rev. & Mrs. Michael S. Chapman 

John N. Charnock, Jr. 

Rev. Robert Chenoweth 

Dr. & Mrs. D. Keith Clarke 

Delores Ann Clemons 

Elizabeth S. Collins Estate 

Comet Methodist Church,  

     Ravenswood 

Community Development Outreach 

     Ministries 

Conference Treasurerôs Office of the 

     West Virginia Annual Conference 

Rev. Dr. I. Mark Conner 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen D. Coppinger, III 

Ruby Coppinger 

George Crisp 

Cross Lanes UM Women 

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Cushing 

 

 

Darlington UM Church. S. Charleston 

Marilyn F. Denney 

Robin McMullin Deyo 

Mr. & Mrs. James Dickson 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin L.D. Dils 

Mr. & Mrs. Chester C. Dodd, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Dodd 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven J. Dodd 

Dominion Transmission, Inc. 

Jane Donovan 

Rev. Dr. Eileen G. Dumire 

 

 

E.P.S. Agent 

East Resources, Inc. 

Dr. & Mrs. Jack C. Eblin 

Edward I. Eiland 

Elizabeth UM Church, Elizabeth 

Rev. C. Suzanne & Bill Ellis 

Epworth UM Church, Ripley 

 

 

Faith UM Church, Terra Alta 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Farrell 

First Bank of Charleston 

First Century Bank, Bluefield 

First UM Church, Barboursville 

First UM Church, Beckley 

First UM Church, Huntington 

First UM Church, Ravenswood 

Linda Fluharty 

Forrest Burdette Memorial UM  

     Church, Hurricane 

Fourth Avenue UM Church,  

     Huntington 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Francis 

Franklin UM Church, Wellsburg 

Sylvester Fretwell 

Sara Fuqua 

 

 

Thomas J. Gallen 

Gassaway UM Church, Gassaway 

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Geiger 

Wilbur L. Goddin 

Albert F. Good 

Betty S. Gordon 

Louise Y. Gossett 

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Edward L. Grant 

Grace UM Church, Keyser 

Sidney Grisell 

Bishop & Mrs. William Boyd Grove 

Katherine G. Grusenski 

Judith A. Guyer 

Col. John Gwinn 

GWP Foundation, Inc. 

 

Robert E. Haden 

Frank E. Hanshaw, Jr. 

Katherine & Richard Harlow 

Mr. & Mrs. Craig C. Harris 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard P. Harris 

Ann W. Harrison 

Brookie B. Henry 

James R. Hervey 

Phyllis Hewitt Highland 

Wanda P. Hinkle 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Mark Honaker 

 
(continued on page 4) 
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House of the Carpenter, Wheeling 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Hudson 

A. J. Humphreys Foundation 

Kathryn M. Hunt 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald D. Irons 

Bishop & Mrs. S. Clifton Ives 

 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Jackson 

Robert L. Jackson 

Robin & Earl Jackson 

Rev. Mary E. Jacobson 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Marshall Jarrett 

John Jarrett 

Dr. & Mrs. J. Clair Jarvis 

Dr. Patricia  A. Jarvis 

Raomi Jean Jewell 

Rev. & Mrs. Jonas Johnson, Jr. 

 

 

Johnson Memorial UM Church,  

     Huntington 

Rev. & Mrs. Robert P. Johnson 

Patricia C. Johnston & Larry Frail 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Brooks Jones 

 

 

Maudie & David Karickhoff 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Dallas Kayser 

Janet Kemp 

Kenova UM Church, Kenova 

Rev. Angela Gay Kinkead 

Koinonia Sunday School Class 

Mr. & Mrs. William Kosto 

 

The L. K. Trust 

Lahmansville UM Church,  

     Lahmansville 

Opal V. Lantz 

Rev. Keith E. Leap 

Richard W. Lee 

Leggett UM Church, Biloxi, MS 

Betty Kay Leitelt 

Rev. & Mrs. Harry P. Light 

Rev. John W. Lipphardt 

Rev. Douglas E. Liston 

Barry & Barbara Locke 

Jane I. Long 

Ruth E. Looney 

James M. Love 

Patty & Joe Love 

Lubeck UM Church, Washington 

Bishop & Mrs. Ernest S. Lyght 

Marilyn Lynch 

 

 

Glen and Shirley Maley 

Go-Mart, Inc. 

Rev. & Mrs. John A. Mason 

Steve & Kim Matthews 

Rev. & Mrs. Ronald M. McCauley 

Charles McClure 

Mr. & Mrs. C. O. McCormick, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Kermit E. McGinnis 

Revs. John & Lisa McKee 

Rev. Vaughn J. Michael 

Rev. Billee Scott Mick 

Midland South District 

Mill Creek Presbyterian Church  

     Women, Mill Creek 

Rev. & Mrs. Maurice Miller 

Charles A. & Roberta Mitchell 

Howard and Doris Mitchell 

Kathleen Mitchell 

JP Morgan Investments 

James E. Morley 

James V. Morris Estate 

Todd A. Mount 

Mount Juliet UM Church, Belle 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Mullenix 

Beth & Marc Myers 

 

 

Carrie L. Newton 

Dr. Mabel Nichols Estate 

Lynne M. Niederkorn 

 

 

James Owrey 

Otterbein UM Church, Elkins 

 

 

Suzanne & Fletcher Parsons 

Benjamin A. & Sayaka Peters 

Rev. & Mrs. David R. Peters 

Scott & Carole Peters 

Jeffrey A. Porter 

Potomac Highlands District 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Powell 

Jane F. Proper 

Sharon M. Prunty 

Dr. & Mrs. W. Kenneth Pyles 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Ramsburg 

James H. Reed 

Rev. Damon E. Rhodes 

Joanne Rhodes 

Rev. & Mrs. John Riecks 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Riggs 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald N. Roberts 

Rev. & Mrs. Robert B. Robey 

 

(Continued on page 5) 


